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THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
A
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AUGUST DISTURBANCES
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The Aga Khan's Palace,
Yeravda, 14-8-1942
Dear Lord Linlithgow,
The Government of India were wrong in precipitating the
crisis. The Government resolution justifying the step is full of
distortions and misrepresentations. That you had the approval
of your Indian "colleagues" can have no significance, except
this that in India you can always command such services. That
co-operation is an additional justification for the demand of
withdrawal irrespective of what people and parties may say.
The Government of India should have waited at least till
the time that I inaugurated mass action.  I had publicly stated
that I fully contemplated sending you a letter before taking
concrete action. It was to be an appeal to you for an impartial
examination of the Congress case. As you know the Congress
has readily filled in every omission that has been discovered in
the conception of its demand. So would I have dealt with everyj
deficiency if you had given me the opportunity. The precipitate
action of the Government leads one to think that they were
afraid that the extreme caution and gradualness with which the
Congress was moving towards direct action, might make world
opinion veer round to the Congress as it had already begun
doing, and expose the hollowness of grounds for the Govern-
ment rejection of the Congress demand.   They  should  surely
have waited for an authentic report of my speeches on Friday/
and on Saturday night after the passing of the resolution by thl:
A. L C. C.  You would have found in them that I  would  nor
hastily begin action.  You should have taken advantage of the
interval foreshadowed in them and explored every possibility of
satisfying the Congress demand.
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